HIROTA  ANSWERS  ROOSEVELT	j^g
any nation which chose to do so might fit the shoe to its own foot
was a masterly stroke.
There was some pretty plain speaking, directed obviously at Italy,
Germany, and Japan, with such comments as : " A point has been
reached where the peoples of America must take cognizance of the
growing ill-will and marked trends towards aggression, increasing
armaments, and shortening tempers—a situation which has in it
many elements leading to the tragedy of war." " Nations seeking
expansion, seeking rectification of injustices springing from former
wars, and seeking outlets for trade, population, and even their own
peaceful contributions to the progress of civilization fail to demon-
strate the patience necessary to attain reasonable and legitimate
objectives by peaceful negotiations and by appeal to the finer instincts
of world justice. They have hitherto impatiently reverted to the old
belief in the law of the sword or to the fantastic conception that they
alone are chosen to fulfil a mission and that all others must and
shall learn from and be subject to them. I recognize that these
words, which I have chosen with deliberation, will not be popular
among any nation that chooses to fit this shoe to its foot. ... I
emphasize on you the gravity of the situation confronting the people
of the world. Peace is jeopardized by the few, not the many, and
is threatened by those who are seeking selfish power."
This I call courageous statesmanship, and whether or not it will
have any real effect, except to help pass the neutrality legislation
and armament budgets which the President desires, it will inevitably
sink deep into the consciousness and conscience of those at whom it
is directed. It won't stop the Japanese push into China—for nothing
can stop that except defeat in war—but it may conceivably exert
a moderating influence on their methods and tactics; it may possibly
tend to slow up the movement temporarily. The Japanese didn't
like Stimson, but knowing Roosevelt's predilections as a big-Navy
man, and with this public warning—" A point has been reached
where the peoples of America must take cognizance "—on top of
it, I rather think that they will pray for a Republican victory at
the next election.
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Cabled about Hirota's speech before the Diet. He made a sort of
reply to the President's speech before Congress, mentioning no names,
but criticizing " foreign statesmen " who lay down the law about
foreign countries without knowing the facts. Of course the Japanese
will give him a high mark for allegedly outsmarting the Americans.
The pertinent remarks of Hirota were :
It  is  to  be  regretted  that  there  are  abroad  statesmen  of
repute who seem determined to impose upon others their private

